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SUBJECT: GORONWY-ROBERTS DISCUSSES BERLIN DURING VISIT TO GDR 

1 . UK AMBASSADOR CRADDOCK APRIL 18 PROVIDED FOLLOWING 
RUNDOWN ON GORONWY-ROBERTS APRIL 14-15 VISIT TO EAST 
BERLIN. 

2. ALTHOUGH IT WAS A TRICKY MATTER ", CRADDOCK SAID LONDON 
HAD DECIDED THAT THE QUESTION OF BERLIN SHOULD BE RAISED 
DURING GORONWY-ROBERTS" VISIT. READING FROM NOTES, 

CRADDOCK PARAPHRASED GORONWY-ROBERTS" STATEMENT ON BERLIN 
TO DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER NIER AS FOLLOWS: AS HAD THE 

US AND FRANCE, THE UK ALSO HAD TAKEN CAREFUL NOTE OF 
RECENT EVENTS AND MEASURES AROUND BERLIN AND HAD TAKEN 
EXCEPTION TO THEM. REPRESENTATIONS HAD BEEN MADE TO THE 
USSR. NO ACTIONS OR STATEMENTS BY THIRD STATES COULD 
AFFECT THE RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE FOUR 
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POWERS IN BERLIN. GORONWY-ROBERTS STRESSED THAT IN 
BERLIN, WHERE THE THREE WESTERN POWERS TOOK THEIR 
RESPONSIBILITIES VERY SERIOUSLY, ACTIONS SUCH AS THOSE 
MENTIONED COULD NOT BUT AFFECT THE SMOOTH DEVELOPMENT 
OF BILATERAL UK/GDR RELATIONS. FURTHERMORE, AS WITH 
THE FRENCH AND US, THE UK WAS ANXIOUS TO MAINTAIN 
AGREEMENTS SIGNED BY THE FOUR POWERS. GORONWY-ROBERTS 
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WAS CERTAIN THE GDR WOULD WEIGH CAREFULLY WHAT HE HAD 
SAID CONCERNING BILATERAL RELATIONS AS WELL AS THE 
INTERNATIONAL SITUATION GENERALLY. 

3. IN REPLY, ACCORDING TO CRADDOCK, NIER SAID THE GDR 
DID NOT SEE THIS AS A BILATERAL QUESTION. THE MEASURES 
WHICH WERE INSTITUTED WERE IN EXERCISE OF GDR SOVEREIGNTY 
AND DID NOT AFFECT THE INTERESTS OF OTHERS. CONCERNING THE 
REPRESENTATIONS TO THE USSR, THESE DID NOT CONCERN HIM, 

BUT HE HAD BEEN INFORMED THAT THE USSR HAD MADE AN 
APPROPRIATE REPLY. THE GDR VALUED THE QUADRIPARTITE 
AGREEMENT ON WEST BERLINVERY HIGHLY. IT WAS NOT A 
SIGNATORY STATE BUT, IN CONSULTATION WITH THE USSR, IT 
HAD MADE AN ACTIVE CONTRIBUTION TO ITS CONCLUSION. THE 
QUADRIPARTITE RESPONSIBILITIES WERE CLEARLY SET OUT IN 
THE AGREEMENT. THE GDR FAVORED STRICT OBSERVANCE BY BOTH 
SIDES AND THE MAINTANANCE OF IT WOULD HAVE BENEFICIAL 
EFFECTS ON DETENTE. ACCORDING TO CRADDOCK, THIS 
CONSTITUTED THE EXCHANGE ON BERLIN WHICH CAME AT THE 
END OF A DISCUSSION ON BILATERAL ISSUES. 

4. AFTER GORONWY-ROBERTS' MEETING WITH NIER, BRITISH 
JOURNALISTS ASKED WHETHER BERLIN HAD BEEN RAISED DURING 
THE DISCUSSIONS. GORONWY-ROBERTS REPLIED THAT WHILE 
MATTERS AFFECTING BERLIN WERE FOR DISCUSSION WITH THE 
SOVIETS, IN THE COURSE OF HIS TALKS THERE HAD BEEN A 
SHORT REFERENCE TO BERLIN AND THE GDR HAD BEEN LEFT IN 
NO DOUBT CONCERNING THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT'S ATTITUDE 
OVER RECENT DEVELOPMENTS. 
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5. CRADDOCK TOUCHED BRIEFLY ON OTHER TIEMS RAISED DURING 
THE DISCUSSIONS, NOTING THAT IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO 

GET A FULLER ACCOUNT LATER THIS WEEK, ONCE THE EMBASSY 
HAD HAD A CHANCE TO SORT OUT ITS NOTES. HE SAID THE 
GDR EXPRESSED AN INTEREST IN KNOWING WHEN THE FOREIGN 
SECRETARY WOULD BE COMING TO THE GDR, AND WERE TOLD THAT 
LONDON WOULD TAKE A LOOK AT ANY INVITATION EXTENDED TO 
HIM. 

6. DURING THE VISIT A HEALTH AGREEMENT WAS SIGNED, WHICH 
PROVIDES FOR EXCHANGES IN THIS GENERAL AREA AS WELL AS FOR 
RECIPROCAL HEALTH CARE FOR GDR/UK CITIZENS WHO MIGHT 
BECOME ILL DURING VISITS TO THE OTHER'S COUNTRY. CRADDOCK 
SAID THERE WAS FURTHER DISCUSSION OF A CULTURAL AGREEMENT, 
AS WELL AS A GDR DRAFT FOR A LEGAL ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT 
WHICH LONDON WOULD BEGIN TO EXAMINE. THE BRITISH RAISED 
THE MATTER OF HUMANTARIAN CASES, WITH THE GDR CLAIMING 
THAT THERE WERE NO OUTSTANDING CASES WHEREAS THE BRITISH 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


SIDE HAS A LIST OF 18 CASES. THE EMBASSY HERE PLANS TO 
BRING UP SUCH CASES AT A LOWER LEVEL AT SOME POINT. 

CRADDOCK MADE NO MENTION OF ECONOMIC/COMMERCIAL MATTERS 
WHICH MIGHT HAVE BEEN DISCUSSED. 

7. ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, CRADDOCK SAID THAT THERE 
HAD BEEN DISCUSSION OF MBFR, CSCE, AND AFRICA, ON CSCE 
CRADDOCK SAID THE BRITISH HAD TALKED ABOUT THE NEED TO 
IMPLEMENT IT AS A WHOLE BUT GAVE NO INDICATION OF THE 
GDR RESPONSE. ON AFRICA, GORONWY-ROBERTS SAID THAT 
DETENTE SHOULD ALSO EXTEND TO THAT CONTINENT, AND THE 
GDR APPARENTLY AGREED THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO 
VIOLATION OF STATE BOUNDARIES. ACCORDING TO CRADDOCK THE 
ATMOSPHERE OF THE MEETING WAS WARM AND FRIENDLY , WHICH 
BE ATTRIBUTED IN LARGE PART TO GORONWY-ROBERTS' 
PERSONALITY. 
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8. THE EAST GERMAN PRESS PARIL 16-17 CARRIES BRIEF 
FRONT PAGE COVERAGE OF THE VISIT. NOTING BOTH 

SIDES’ INTEREST IN THE FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF BILATERAL 
RELATIONS AND THAT CSCE WAS ALSO DISCUSSED. 

POLANSKY 
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